Franciscan Festival 2026

The 18th edition of the Franciscan Festival has just come to a close. It was dedicated to a theme that
is as delicate as it is, in some respects, unsettling: ‘Sister Death’, marking the 800th anniversary of the death
of St Francis.

Despite the theme — or perhaps precisely because of it — over 70,000 people took part in more than a
hundred events held in the square and at various places across the Festival. A truly significant figure, which
speaks volumes about the relevance of a subject that our society often tends to avoid.

Several guests and speakers described us as courageous for choosing to tackle a theme that is so topical and,
at the same time, so often rejected and feared. We did so by seeking to view death through the lens of hope
and faith, just as St Francis did.
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One element that certainly enriched this year’s festival

was the display of a relic of St Francis: a cloth soaked in

the blood from his side, kept in the Chapel of St s Ore ; l

Anthony within the Basilica of San Petronio and made

available for the faithful to pray before and venerate. t
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‘ The Franciscan Festival, however, does not
“ ‘ end here. You can continue to follow it via

social media and the website: over the coming
days, the events will be revisited and new
content will be published.

www.festivalfrancescano.it
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